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CLEVELAND (May 22, 2002) — The public is invited to witness one of The Cleveland Museum of 
Art's brightest ideas in recent years. The Museum will re-light its entire original 1916 building and 
South Terrace on May 30 at twilight. 

The brief ceremony is free and will proceed rain or shine. For optimal viewing, the public is 
encouraged to watch the lighting from the Euclid Ave. end of the lagoon (between Martin Luther 
King Jr. Drive and East Boulevard), where musicians and performers from the upcoming Parade the 
Circle Celebration will greet visitors from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. Limited free parking will be available in 
the Museum's parking deck after 7:30 p.m. 

"This event is far more than fanfare," says Cleveland Museum of Art Director Katharine Lee 
Reid. "It marks the beginning of what will be one of the most exciting periods in our history. The re- 
lighting heralds our expansion project — which will be the largest undertaken by a cultural 
institution in Cleveland's history. It particularly reveals the jewel of the museum's buildings, 
refreshed and renewed, in glowing light, presiding over the lagoon, where the entire community can 
enjoy free of charge one of the world's greatest artistic and cultural treasures." 

Visible as the Museum emerges from the darkening sky will be Auguste Rodin's The Thinker, 
replaced in front of the building two days earlier onto a new 15,000-pound pedestal. The Museum's 
Thinker is particularly important because, unlike many other versions of the sculpture in various 
sizes, this one was made under the sculptor's direct supervision and purchased directly from him by 
a Museum donor in 1917. First housed in the rotunda of the Museum's original building, the 900- 
pound sculpture was moved to the South Terrace within several months. A bomb placed at The 
Thinker's base by vandals in 1970 damaged the sculpture, requiring it to be moved off view until a 
new base and support could be made. Except for that, Cleveland's Thinker has overlooked the Fine 
Arts Garden from the Museum's South Terrace for over 80 years. 
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"Our permanent collection comprises remarkable works, like Rodin's Thinker, from cultures 
around the world," Reid added. "We are committed to preserving it for the free enjoyment of future 
generations." 

The $12.4 million restoration project was made possible thanks to generous funding by The 
HRH Family Foundations, The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation, and the State of Ohio. 
Additional support came from The Sears-Swetland Family Foundation and Mr. and Mrs. Quentin 
Alexander. 

Surrounding the work, since it began about two years ago, has been the wooden 
construction fence that became a "community fence." It was covered with more than 65 panels, each 
5.5' x 5.5', created by Cleveland organizations and individuals. The fence was dismantled May 1. 
While many of the panels will be displayed at venues throughout the city, including Karamu House, 
Miles Park Elementary School, the Cuyahoga County Board of Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities, and Art on Wheels, all of the panels were photographed for a 
commemorative postcard book available for purchase through the Museum stores this summer. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America's leading comprehensive museums. Its 
permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 5,000 years. The 
museum is a pivotal international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more 
information on the museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or 
visit www.ClevelandArt.ore . 


### 

Editors' Notes: 1) Photography of all fence panels is available. 

2) Rodin's The Thinker will be installed between 10:30 and 11:30 a.m. on 
May 28, rain or shine. Photographers invited. 
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